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DECLARATION OF OPENING
The Chairman welcomed the attendees and declared the meeting open at 5.31pm

RECORD OF ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES
Councillors
Cr. Charles Hohnen

Chairman

Shire of Peppermint Grove

Cr. Bruce Haynes

Deputy Chairman

Town of Claremont

Cr. Stephanie Stroud

Member

City of Subiaco

Cr. Paul Shaw

Member

Town of Mosman Park

Cr. Lorraine Young

Member

Town of Cottesloe

(arrived at 6pm)

Staff
Mr. Stefan Frodsham

Chief Executive Officer

WMRC

Ms. Alexandra Bell

Manager Finance & Governance

WMRC

Mr. Keith Swift

Manager Operations

WMRC

Ms. Libby Eustance

Manager Communications & Education WMRC

Leave of Absence
Nil
Visitors
Peter Ward

Barrister

Francis Burt Chambers

Cr Michael Tucak

Deputy Councillor

Town of Cottesloe

Cr Sara Franklin

Deputy Councillor

Town of Claremont

Observers

Apology
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DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS
Nil

RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS
TAKEN ON NOTICE
Nil

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
Nil

APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE
Nil

PETITIONS, APPROVED DEPUTATIONS AND
PUBLIC STATEMENTS
Nil

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PERSON
PRESIDING WITHOUT DISCUSSION
Moved: Cr Haynes
Seconded Cr Shaw
Confidential Items 16.1 and 16.2 be heard out of sequence.
CARRIED 4/0
Moved: Cr Hohnen

Seconded: Cr Haynes

The meeting proceeded behind closed doors at 5.34pm.
CARRIED 4/0
Cr Franklin joined the meeting at 5:33pm
Peter Ward left the meeting at 5.55pm
Cr Stroud joined the meeting at 6.00pm
Moved: Cr Hohnen

Seconded: Cr Shaw

The meeting resumed in open session at 6.34 pm
CARRIED 5/0
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The Chairman read aloud the resolutions which were made behind closed doors.
Moved: Cr Shaw

Seconded: Cr Haynes

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER RECOMMENDATION AND COUNCIL RESOLUTION
16.1.1 This DiCOM Confidential Progress Report of 26 May 2020 be noted.
CARRIED 5/0
Moved: Cr Haynes

Seconded: Cr Shaw

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER RECOMMENDATION AND COUNCIL RESOLUTION
16.2.1 Council approve the WMRC releasing an RFT for waste to energy services.
CARRIED 5/0

CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS COUNCIL
MINUTES
CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS ORDINARY COUNCIL
MEETING MINUTES
Minutes of the previous Ordinary Council Meeting held on 2 April 2020 have been circulated
previously under separate cover and are at Attachment 9.1A.

Moved: Cr Stroud

Seconded: Cr Young

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER RECOMMENDATION AND COUNCIL RESOLUTION
9.1.1

Council accepts the minutes of the previous Ordinary Council Meeting held
on 2 April 2020 as a true and accurate record of proceedings.
CARRIED 5/0
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND OFFICERS
10.1 SAFETY MANAGEMENT
Responsible Officer:

Manager Operations

Date:

26 May 2020

Attachment:

None

SUMMARY
Risk and safety management issues are discussed below. Actions taken are consistent with the
requirements of the WMRC Occupation Health and Safety Management Plan 2019-20.

BACKGROUND
Nil

DETAIL
Incidents and Accidents
No incidents have occurred since the previous report to Council.
Safety Actions
The following safety actions occurred in March and April:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

toolbox meetings were held fortnightly at the recycling centre;
the staff training matrix was reviewed - training will resume when Covid-19 restrictions
are eased, and service providers are back working again;
new staff have been inducted and current staff have been re-inducted when required;
a signage assessment was carried out and new signage placed on order; (Directional /
Speed Limit / Dangerous Goods signs);
an internal site inspection has been carried and actions addressed;
improved accessibility to procedures following the roll out of HR Central to all staff;
the flu vaccine was made available to all staff that wanted to receive it;
additional hand sanitiser stations were set up to help combat spread of Covid-19; and
our Covid-19 contingency plan was reviewed at weekly management meetings.

Audit Results
No new external audits have taken place.
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STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT
WMRC has duties under the Occupational Safety and Health Act 1984 (OSH Act) to, so far as is
practicable, provide and maintain a working environment in which the employees of the employer
are not exposed to hazards.

CONSULTATION
Consultation with staff on safety matters is carried out regularly at toolbox meetings.

REPORT IMPLICATIONS
Policy Implications
Nil

Financial Implications
Nil

Strategic Implications
This item relates to Key Strategy 5 - Build a Strong and Capable Organisation - as set out in the
WMRC Strategic Community Plan.

COMMENTS
Nil

VOTING REQUIREMENT
Simple majority

Moved: Cr Stroud

Seconded: Cr Haynes

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER RECOMMENDATION AND COUNCIL RESOLUTION
Council note the report.
CARRIED 5/0
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10.2 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
Responsible Officer:

Manager Finance & Governance

Date:

18 May 2020

Attachment 10.2A:

March Accounts

Attachment 10.2B:

April Accounts

SUMMARY
This report serves as a monthly summary of the Council’s operating financial position. Its primary
purpose is to allow Councillors to be able to track budgeted figures to actual outcomes throughout
the financial year.

BACKGROUND
Reporting requirements are defined by Financial Management Regulations 34 of the Local
Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996.
At its Special Council Meeting of 14 July 2016 meeting Council resolved inter alia to adopt a 10%
value for reporting material variances in the Statements of Financial Activity. Accordingly,
variances of 10% or more between actual and budgeted monthly figures are accompanied with
explanatory notes.

DETAIL
Operating statements are presented for the periods ended 31 March and 30 April 2020.
•

For March 2020 WMRC had an operating deficit of $202,264 compared to a budgeted
operating deficit of $265,910 with a positive variance of $63,646.

•

For April 2020 WMRC had an operating deficit of $106,891 compared to a budgeted
operating deficit of $255,810 with a positive variance of $148,919.

•

The year-to-date at 30 April 2020 shows an operating surplus of $9,255 compared to a
budgeted operating deficit of $266,695 with a positive variance of $275,950.

Note that the Reserve Fund drawdowns are now recognised in the Statement of Financial Position
as a movement in Equity and not as budgeted as a Non-operating Grant, Subsidy and Contribution.

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT
In accordance with the Local Government Act 1995 and Local Government (Financial Management)
Regulations 1996, a Statement of Financial Activity is required to be presented to Council as a
minimum requirement. In addition, an explanation of the net current assets of the month to which the
statement relates is also required.
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In accordance with Regulation 34 (5), a report must be compiled on variances greater than the
materiality threshold adopted by Council of 10%. As this report is composed at a summarised level,
variance commentary considers the most significant items that comprise the variance.

CONSULTATION
The financial results for March and April and year to date have been discussed with CEOAC.

REPORT IMPLICATIONS
Policy Implications
The Council’s financial reporting is prepared in accordance with its accounting policies. These are
reviewed periodically to ensure compliance with legislative and statutory obligations.

Financial Implications
The report represents the financial position of the Council.

Strategic Implications
Strategic action 5 in the Strategic Community Plan is to develop a strong and capable organisation.

COMMENTS
None

VOTING REQUIREMENT
Simple majority

RESPONSIBLE OFFICERS RECOMMENDATION
10.2.1 Council note the financial statements for the months of March and April 2020.

Moved: Cr Haynes

Seconded: Cr Shaw

COUNCIL RESOLUTION
10.2.1 Council note the financial statements for the months of March and April 2020 as
amended.
CARRIED 5/0
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LIST OF CREDITOR AND DEBTOR PAYMENTS
Responsible Officer:

Finance and Governance Manager

Date:

19 May 2020

Attachment:

10.3A March Payments
10.3B April Payments
10.3C Debtors Payments

SUMMARY
The schedule of accounts is attached for the endorsement of Council. The schedule of debtors as
is attached for receival by Council.

BACKGROUND
Nil

DETAIL
Nil

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT
Local Government Act 1995
Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996

CONSULTATION
Nil

REPORT IMPLICATIONS
Policy Implications
Nil

Financial Implications
Nil

Strategic Implications
This is aligned to strategic actions as follows:
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Strategy 1: Achieve a comprehensive, cost effective waste management service across the region.
Strategy 5: Develop a strong and capable organisation – Deliver responsible financial management.

COMMENTS
Nil

VOTING REQUIREMENT
Simple majority

Moved: Cr Haynes

Seconded: Cr Shaw

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER RECOMMENDATION AND COUNCIL RESOLUTION
10.3.1 Council endorses the schedule of accounts paid of $687,628 and $670,061 for the
months of March and April 2020 respectively.
10.3.2 Council receives the schedule of Debtors outstanding at 28 May 2020.
CARRIED 5/0
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10.4 MINUTES OF CEOAC MEETINGS
Responsible Officer:

Manager Communications and
Education

Date:

21 May 2020

Attachment:

10.4A – Confirmed minutes 19 March
10.4B - Unconfirmed minutes 21 May

SUMMARY
This item presents the confirmed minutes of the 19 March CEOAC meeting and the draft minutes
of the 21 May CEOAC meeting for confirmation and reception respectively

BACKGROUND
The unconfirmed minutes of the 19 March CEOAC meeting were presented at the April OCM; and
confirmed at the 21 May CEOAC meeting as a true and proper record of the meeting. They are
presented here for reception (Attachment 10.4A).
The unconfirmed minutes of the 21 May CEOAC meeting are presented here for reception
(Attachment 10.4B)

DETAIL
All CEOAC recommendations at the 21 May were unanimous and only one was changed from the
officer recommendation. CEOs elected not to make their positions concerning Nedlands’ residents
using the facilities at the West Metro RC known to the CEO of the City of Nedlands.
No new actions were arising from the meeting.

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT
The CEOAC is constituted as a committee without delegated authority under the Local
Government Act 1995 5(2).

CONSULTATION
Nil

REPORT IMPLICATIONS
Policy Implications
Nil
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Financial Implications
Nil

Strategic Implications
This item relates to Key Strategy 5 – Develop a strong and capable organisation - in the WMRC
Strategic Community Plan.

COMMENTS
Nil

VOTING REQUIREMENT
Simple majority

Moved: Cr Stroud

Seconded: Cr Young

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER RECOMMENDATION AND COUNCIL RESOLUTION
Council receive the confirmed minutes of the 19 March 2020 CEOAC meeting
Council receive the unconfirmed minutes of the 21 May 2020 CEOAC
meeting
CARRIED 5/0
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10.5 COUNCIL DELEGATIONS REVIEW
Responsible Officer:

Manager Finance and Governance

Date:

19 May 2020

Attachments:

10.5A WMRC Delegations Register
10.5B WMRC Purchasing Authority Limits

SUMMARY
This report serves to add an employee role and appropriate purchasing authority limit as well as to
update the title of a previously approved role on the Delegations Register.

BACKGROUND
A revised Delegations Register is included at Attachment 10.5A and a revised Purchasing Authority
Limit Register is included at Attachment 10.5B to this report. Please note that the requested changes
are highlighted in yellow.

DETAIL
The role of Customer Service & Finance Officer will replace the recently vacated Executive Assistant
role. The roles are much the same with the main difference being a greater focus on customer service
to better serve the residents of our catchment area. It is necessary to update the delegations register
to reflect the change in title. There is no change to the $1,500 purchasing authority limit. The
Customer Services and Finance Officer will have purchasing authority and will be a Group B banking
signatory.
The role of Weighbridge Attendant is currently responsible for creating purchase orders and partly
signing off invoices for goods and services received by the West Metro Recycling Centre. This role,
and all roles based at the West Metro Recycling Centre, currently have no purchasing authority. Low
value invoices are directed to the Weighbridge Officer to verify goods or services have been received
before going to the Manager Operations for payment approval. This can lead to delays in ordering
and payment of invoices. To increase efficiency, a purchasing authority limit for the weighbridge
officer of $5,000 is suggested. This would cover most purchase orders and invoices that the West
Metro Recycling Centre might require. Invoices and purchase orders valued at more than $5,000 will
continue to be signed off the Manager Operations. The Weighbridge Officer is classified as Group B
purchasing authority; and there are no plans for this role to become a banking signatory.

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT
Section 5.42 of the Local Government Act 1995 provides that a local government may delegate to
the CEO the exercise of any of its powers or the discharge of any of its duties under the Act other
than those referred to in section 5.43 (limits on delegations to the CEO).
Section 5.41 of the Local Government Act 1995 outlines the functions of the CEO, which require no
further delegation by a local government.
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Section 5.46 (1) of the Local Government Act 1995 requires the CEO to keep a register of
delegations made to the CEO under section 5.41 and employees under section 5.44.
Section 5.46 (2) of the Local Government Act 1995 requires that at least once every financial year,
delegations made under this Division are to be reviewed by the delegator. The Delegations
Register was last reviewed by Council in February 2020.

CONSULTATION
Nil

REPORT IMPLICATIONS
Policy Implications
Nil.
Financial Implications
Nil.
Strategic Implications
Nil.

COMMENTS
Delegations are intended to assist with improving the time taken to make decisions within the
constraints imposed by legislation.

VOTING REQUIREMENT
Absolute Majority.

Moved: Cr Shaw

Seconded: Cr Young

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER RECOMMENDATION AND COUNCIL RESOLUTION
10.5.1 The delegations of authority to the Chief Executive Officer and other
employees as detailed in Attachment 10.5A to this report be adopted in
accordance with section 5.42 of the Local Government Act 1995.
10.5.2 The Expenditure Authority Limits as at Attachment 10.5B be adopted.
CARRIED 5/0
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NON- MEMBER COUNCIL RESIDENT ENTRY FEE
Responsible Officer:

Manager Finance & Governance

Date:

19 May 2020

Attachment:

Nil

SUMMARY
The Fees and Charges adopted by Council at its 4 April 2020 Ordinary Council Meeting omitted a
charge for non-Member Councils Residents’ entry to the West Metro Recycling Centre. At the time,
the WMRC was hopeful that the charge would be unnecessary, but it is now prudent to make
provision for one.

BACKGROUND
Council adopted Fees and Charges for the 2020-21 financial year at its 4 April 2020 meeting.

DETAIL
Repeated surveys have shown that around 40% of the residents using the free and paid services at
the West Metro Recycling Centre do not live in Member Council areas and therefore their Councils
do not contribute to the cost of providing the services. The vast majority of these live either in the
City of Nedlands or the Town of Cambridge. Discussions with these two Local Governments are
ongoing and unlikely to reach a conclusion prior to the beginning of the new financial year. Therefore,
it is now necessary to introduce a non-Resident Entry Fee to the schedule of Fees and Charges for
the 2020-21 financial year. This will apply to all residents using the facility who do not live within the
WMRC’s Member Council areas.
For comparison, non-resident entry to the City of Cockburn’s Henderson facility is $50-$165
depending on the vehicle type. City of Fremantle Recycling Centre is currently only open to
Fremantle and East Fremantle residents. City of Stirling does not charge non-residents (of which
there are few) for use of their Balcatta Recycling Centre facility; and City of South Perth has elevated
disposal fees for non-resident disposal for green or bulk waste.
Member Councils will circulate Resident Access Passes, many with their rates notices, early in the
new financial year. Proof of residence checks will be applied to all residents as they arrive at the
gatehouse from 1 July. Residents who do not live within the City of Subiaco, Towns of Cottesloe,
Mosman Park and Claremont or the Shire of Peppermint Grove will be required to pay a NonResident Entry Fee for each visit upon arrival at the gatehouse. This fee will be in addition to any fee
payable for disposal of material. The entry fee will recover some of the costs of providing resident
services at the West Metro Recycling Centre. Household Hazardous Waste and E-waste will remain
free as per our obligations to the State and Commonwealth Government programs.
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If both the Town of Cambridge and City of Nedlands do opt to pay the proposed per-household cost
of providing their residents with an Access Pass, then the non-Resident Entry Fee will be waived for
all non-Member Council residents.

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT
Section 6.16 of the Local Government Act 1995 permits the imposition of fees and charges when
adopting the annual budget or during the financial year via an Absolute Majority decision of Council.

CONSULTATION
Officers and Councillors of the City of Nedlands have been repeatedly informed of this proposed
change. Several discussions have been held with officers of the Town of Cambridge.

REPORT IMPLICATIONS
Policy Implications
This will impact Council Policy: 6 – Tip Passes (see item 10-8).

Financial Implications
The 2020-21 Annual Budget was prepared conservatively. No income was budgeted for recycling
centre contributions from the City of Nedlands and the Town of Cambridge nor was any income from
introducing the non-Resident Entry Fee. Therefore, the effect on the budget would be positive. There
may be a small saving in expenses if recycling receivals reduce due to the introduction of the nonResident Entry Fee.
If the City of Nedlands and the Town of Cambridge opt-in to pay per-household during the 2020-21
financial year, the non-Resident Entry Fee paid by all non-Member Council residents will be waived.
The income expected from both councils opting-in is $150,000, with the funds offsetting the $418,000
cost to Member Councils of the WMRC’s community waste treatment and recycling services. T
The income expected from the introduction of the Non-Resident Entry Fee is too difficult to gauge at
this point, but likely to be rather less. The $25 entry fee recommended is set at a rate whereby if
visits from Nedlands and Cambridge residents halved as a result of the entry fee, the contributions
requested of their Councils would be recovered instead at the gate.

Strategic Implications
This impacts Key Strategy 1 and 5 positively.
Key Strategies 2,3,4 may be adversely impacted.

COMMENTS
Nil

VOTING REQUIREMENT
Absolute majority
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Moved: Cr Stroud

Seconded: Cr Shaw

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER RECOMMENDATION AND COUNCIL RESOLUTION
10.6.1 Council by absolute majority pursuant to section 6.16 of the Local
Government Act 1995, adopt a Non-Resident Entry Fee of $25 inclusive of
GST per visit for the Financial Year 2020-21.
10.6.2 The CEO be authorised to exercise his discretion in providing a period of
grace of up to one calendar month in the application of the entry NonResident Entry Fee.
CARRIED 5/0
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10.7 CONSTRUCTION AND DEMOLITION WASTE RECYCLING
Responsible Officer:

Chief Executive Officer

Date:

22 May 2020

Attachment:

Attachment 10-8A
Attachment 10-8B

SUMMARY
The approval of Council is sought for the capital budget allocation for storage bay works at the
West Metro Recycling Centre to be increased from $5,000 to $12,820.

BACKGROUND
At its OCM of 2 April 2020 Council approved an additional sum of $5,000 be added to the current
2019-20 capital works budget for the purposes of creating a storage bay for construction and
demolition waste. The storage bay would allow the WMRC to inexpensively recycle this material
rather than continuing to landfill it at considerable expense. The reform would substantially reduce
the costs to Member Councils of disposing of the inert wastes generated by roadworks and minor
works; and open up a new low cost recycling option to the advantage of minor building, renovation
and construction works across our catchment area.

DETAIL
Since the Council meeting, further investigation has reached the conclusion that two such storage
bays should be erected: the first for C&D waste in a bay opposite the HHW collection point (where
mulch for residents is piled); and the second to house a relocated mulch pile in an area adjacent to
gate 3 (NE corner of the yard facing Lemnos St).
The attached quotes (excl GST) are for:
1. free standing pre-cast concrete wall sections (12 blocks and connection plates) – $9,425;
and
2. delivery of the wall sections and erection into two separate storage bays - $3,395.
Accordingly, the approval of Council is sought for the capital budget allocation for the storage bay
works to be increased from $5,000 to $12,820.

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT
Local Government Act 1995

CONSULTATION
WMRC bulk waste contractor: Perth Bin Hire
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REPORT IMPLICATIONS
Policy Implications
Nil

Financial Implications
An increase of $7,820 to the capital works budget.

Strategic Implications
The concrete storage bays will facilitate the WMRC to further its objective of better serving its
central west metropolitan catchment area.

COMMENTS
Only one supplier for the storage works was able to be found.

VOTING REQUIREMENT
Simple majority

Moved: Cr Shaw

Seconded: Cr Young

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER RECOMMENDATION AND COUNCIL RESOLUTION
10.7.1 Council approve an increase of $7,820 in the 2019-20 capital budget for the
purposes of erecting two waste storage bays at the West Metro Recycling
Centre.
CARRIED 5/0
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10.8 REMOVAL OF REDUNDANT POLICIES
Responsible Officer:

Manager Finance and Governance

Date:

21 May 2020

Attachment:

10.8A Tip Pass policy
10.8B Occupational Safety and Health
Policy

SUMMARY
Two of our policies are no longer relevant. A Council decision is required to remove them.

BACKGROUND
WMRC has over 30 Council policies which are reviewed at least every three years. These two
policies are no longer necessary for the orderly performance of the WMRC’s business. Council
decision is required to remove them from use. We intend a thorough review of all Council Policies
and will bring an item to the August OCM should any further policies require removal.

DETAIL
Policy 6: Tip Passes
This policy, in place since 1995, details the circumstances for issuing and honouring Tip Passes.
As Tip Passes are to be superseded by Waste Passes as part of the introduction of the Resident
Access Pass this policy is redundant. The operations of the Waste Passes are best dealt with
procedurally within the bounds of day-to-day management of the WMRC.

Policy 24: Occupational Safety and Health
This policy has been superseded by the Occupational Health and Safety Management Plan
endorsed by Council in October 2019. That plan is subject to annual review and approval by
Council.

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT
Local Government Act 1995

CONSULTATION
Nil

REPORT IMPLICATIONS
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Policy Implications
This recommendation will remove 2 policies from the list of Council Policies and simplify the
administration of the WMRC.

Financial Implications
Nil

Strategic Implications
Nil

COMMENTS
There may be further policies requiring removal after a detailed investigation by the CEO of all
Council Policies.

VOTING REQUIREMENT
Simple majority

Moved: Cr Young

Seconded: Cr Haynes

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER RECOMMENDATION AND COUNCIL RESOLUTION
10.8.1 Council Policy 6: Tip Passes and Council Policy 24: Occupational Safety
and Health be rescinded.
CARRIED 5/0
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10.9 SUBMISSIONS ON DWER CONSULTATIONS
Responsible Officer:

Manager Communications & Education

Date:

22 May 2020

Attachment:

10-9A WALGA submission on the
Review of the Waste Levy
10-9B WALGA submission on DWER:
Closing the Loop: Waste Reforms for a
Circular Economy

SUMMARY
DWER has two papers open for consultation until 15 July which have the potential to impact
WMRC and its Member Councils. MWAC (WALGA) has created two short draft submissions on
the papers which WMRC largely recommends supporting with some supplementary comments as
included in this report.

BACKGROUND
Ongoing significant changes in waste management including the new Waste Strategy and new
technologies combined with a need to improve some existing legislation are drivers behind these
two consultations.
MWAC is a standing committee of the WALGA with delegated authority to represent the
Association in all matters relating to solid waste management. As in previous consultations, their
submissions represent the consolidated view of Local Government and Regional Councils.
The consultation period for these two papers was extended from 15 May to 5 July in reaction to the
COVID-19 situation. It is WMRC’s standard practice to review and augment the WALGA
submissions to DWER consultation papers and to make submissions on behalf of its Member
Councils.

DETAIL
DWER is undertaking a series of legislative and regulatory reforms to assist in meeting the Waste
Strategy 2030; each has a consultation process. DWER carried out an online consultation session
with pre-recorded explanations and a question and answer session for both these papers on March
20 this year.

Review of the Waste Levy
The consultation paper available here is intended to review the scope and application of the waste
levy in light of the Waste Strategy 2030.
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Overall
The paper is structured around questions under chapter headings as shown in the WALGA draft
submission, Attachment 10-9A. Our commentary should be read in conjunction with the WALGA
submission.
Chapters 2,3,4,5,8
These chapters concern the objectives and rate of the levy and how it can contribute to the Waste
Strategy 2030. WMRC concurs with WALGAs statement that the Waste Levy is a blunt policy
instrument where very little of the proceeds return to the Local Governments whose ratepayers
fund it. WMRC Member Councils have limited ability to decrease the impact of the Waste Levy on
their ratepayers; their only policy levers are moving from GO to a FOGO system, decreasing the
size of residual waste bins and undertaking effective waste education. The WMRCs view is that a
higher proportion of Waste Levy funds should be hypothecated to waste matters and directed to:
a. strategic waste management issues such as ensuring that waste infrastructure is optimally
planned and used and that waste is efficiently transported and
b. Local Governments as they move towards the targets of the Waste Strategy 2030. This is
particularly important in the light of current market conditions depressing the recycling
market and the investments required by Local Governments in successfully transitioning to
a FOGO system.
c. Support for processing and product marketing activities for recycled product
Chapter 6
This chapter concerns the geographical area subject to the Levy. In the event of DWER extending
the Levy area beyond the Metropolitan area, WMRC concurs with WALGA around 100%
hypothecation, investment in transport and infrastructure and cost recovery and in addition
considers that it would be inappropriate to apply these provisions to non-Metropolitan councils
were they not also applied to Metropolitan councils.
Chapter 7
WMRC notes that the waste levy is a factor influencing Waste to Energy pricing. It is likely that any
levy increase will be matched by the Waste to Energy operators thereby placing upward pressure
on the price to Local Governments of any residual waste disposal. This would occur even if a levy
were not placed directly on residual waste directed to a Waste to Energy facility.
Although the facilities’ licence conditions state that only residual waste from a better practice
source separation system (ie FOGO) may be accepted for Waste to Energy, there is an opportunity
to apply a levy to a proportion of residual waste which has not been derived from such a system (or
system in transition to Better Practice source separation).
In the light of all these points WMRC notes that a dramatic increase of the Waste Levy will place a
almost entirely unavoidable and inordinate burden on Local Governments.
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Closing the Loop: Waste Reforms for a Circular Economy
The consultation paper is available here. This paper is in the form of a regulatory impact statement
and contains details of legislative proposals to improve waste management and the application of
the waste levy.
Overall
This is not a paper that has any clear link to the main conditions that need to be put in place to
move WA towards a Circular Economy; it is merely addressing some preliminary legislative and
regulatory reforms that are advisable to put in place at this juncture irrespective of any move
towards circularity. The major areas that are missing from this paper are any mention of local
reprocessing, market development for reprocessed material and preferencing the use of
reprocessed material. The WMRC hopes that the title of this paper does not give anyone the
expectation that WA is advancing in dealing with the necessary regulatory and legislative reform to
underpin circularity; this paper merely tidies up some outdated, contradictory and counterproductive legislation and regulations around landfills, licencing, levy liability and enforcement
actions.
The paper is structured around issues under chapter headings as shown in the WALGA draft
submission, Attachment 10-9B. Our commentary should be read in conjunction with the WALGA
submission which either indicates support, conditional support or no support for the proposed
change or highlights issues that require further significant consultation. Many of the chapters deal
with issues not directly applicable to the WMRC or its Member Councils. In these circumstances,
WMRC and its Member Councils support the WALGA submission, with comments as follows on
specific chapters:
Chapter 10
The WMRC is in favour of modernising the terminology for waste facilities; solid waste depot is not
a term that adequately describes activities at either transfer stations or MRFs.
Chapter 14
The WMRC and its Member Councils would appreciate an update of the powers available to track
down and infringe unlawful waste disposal to decrease the number of rogue operators.

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT
WMRC Establishment Agreement 1998 6.1 (c)

CONSULTATION
Relevant Member Council officers

REPORT IMPLICATIONS
Policy Implications
Nil
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Financial Implications
Nil

Strategic Implications
This matter is in service of fulfilling Key Strategy 6 “Contribute to the development of effective
policy and advocate on our Member Councils’ behalf”

COMMENTS
Nil

VOTING REQUIREMENT
Simple majority

Moved: Cr Young

Seconded: Cr Haynes

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER RECOMMENDATION AND COUNCIL RESOLUTION
10.9.1

The CEO submit the feedback contained in this report to DWER on behalf
of the WMRC and its Member Councils.
CARRIED 5/0
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10.10

PUBLIC VEHICLE WEIGHING (TARE WEIGHT)

Responsible Officer:

Manager Operations

Date:

04 June 2020

Attachment:

SUMMARY
The WMRC wishes to offer a new service to the general public whereby they can bring their private
vehicles into the transfer station and have them weighed for tare purposes and be issued a ticket

BACKGROUND
The WMRC is continuously exploring new opportunities to make more efficient use of its current
facilities. One such initiative is to open the weighbridge to the public for the purposes of weighing
for vehicle registration (tare weight). There are no other public weighbridges in the vicinity of the
West Metro Recycling Centre, so the service will add to public amenity.

DETAIL
The WMRC has examined the steps involved in registering to become a public weighbridge. The
process to register as a public weighbridge involves completion of an application form plus an
application fee, an annual licence fee, plus specific requirements around training for staff and other
requirements.
During discussions with the NMI (National Measurement Institute) it became clear that as the
WMRC only intends to offer the service for the purpose of vehicle registration (tare weight) then
there is no requirement to become a licensed public weighbridge. Hence there now are no costs
involved with offering the service.
This now becomes a service we can offer pending Council approval. We are requesting to set a
charge of $30 per vehicle weigh, a rate consistent with charges elsewhere.

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT
Section 6.16 of the Local Government Act 1995 permits the imposition of fees and charges when
adopting the annual budget or during the financial year via an Absolute Majority decision of Council

CONSULTATION
National Measurement Institute
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REPORT IMPLICATIONS
Policy Implications
None

Financial Implications
Minor

Strategic Implications
This impacts Key Strategy 2

COMMENTS
Nil

VOTING REQUIREMENT
Absolute majority

Moved: Cr Stroud

Seconded: Cr Shaw

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER RECOMMENDATION AND COUNCIL RESOLUTION
10.10.1 Council by absolute majority pursuant to section 6.16 of the Local
Government Act 1995, adopt Public Vehicle (tare weight) Fee of $30
inclusive of GST per weigh for the Financial Year 2020-21.
CARRIED 5/0
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10.11ACCEPTANCE OF BICYCLE TYRES
Responsible Officer:

Manager Operations

Date:

28 May 2020

Attachment:

SUMMARY
The WMRC would like to extend their existing service of accepting car tyres to include acceptance
of bicycle tyres

BACKGROUND
The WMRC are continuously looking to improve their services on offer to member council residents
and the wider community. Users of the facility and callers to the recycling hotline provide valuable
feedback about services they would like to see introduced. One such service not currently provided
for, and one that has been requested is for the WMRC to start accepting bicycle tyres.

DETAIL
The WMRC currently accepts car tyres and rims at the recycling centre, however does not
currently accept used bicycle tyres either on their own or attached to a rim. There would be no
capital outlay required to begin accepting bicycle tyres. They will be stored in the same storage
area as the used car tyres and will be removed for recycling by the same contractor that collects
the used tyres.
The WMRC are requesting council approval to begin accepting bicycle tyres and proposes a fee of
$3.50 per single bicycle tyre and $5.00 per single tyre on the rim.

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT
Section 6.16 of the Local Government Act 1995 permits the imposition of fees and charges when
adopting the annual budget or during the financial year via an Absolute Majority decision of Council

CONSULTATION
Nil

REPORT IMPLICATIONS
Policy Implications
None
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Financial Implications
Minor

Strategic Implications
This impacts Key Strategy 2

COMMENTS
Nil

VOTING REQUIREMENT
Absolute majority

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER RECOMMENDATION
10.11.1

That Council by absolute majority pursuant to section 6.16 of the Local
Government Act 1995, adopt a Bicycle Tyre Fee of $3.50 incl GST per tyre
for the Financial Year 2020-21.

Moved: Cr Stroud

Seconded: Cr Shaw

COUNCIL RESOLUTION
10.11.2

That Council by absolute majority pursuant to section 6.16 of the Local
Government Act 1995, adopt a Bicycle Tyre Fee of $3.50 incl GST per tyre
and $5.00 per single tyre on the rim for the Financial Year 2020-21.
CARRIED 5/0
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INFORMATION BULLETINS
11.1 COMMUNICATIONS AND EDUCATION REPORT
Responsible Officer:

Manager Communications and
Education

Date:

20 May 2020

Attachment:

11-1A Bintagging report

SUMMARY
An information item detailing Communications and Education team activity for the period

BACKGROUND
The Communications and Education team’s role includes corporate communications and
marketing, community waste education, member council staff support and waste strategy/policy
advisory/advocacy services. The team has been almost completely working from home through
this period including providing waste education services through online means.

Contents include
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Bintagging results
Waste Watchers Webinars
Plastic Free July
Hotline callers
Media Content

DETAIL
1. Bintagging results
The project to tag 1000 bins across four Member Councils was curtailed due to
COVID-19. However, it was 2/3rds completed and there was sufficient data to draw
useful conclusions which are summarised in Attachment 11-1A. The following table
summarises the results:
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General waste

% happy tags given

% bins with no
contamination

Main contaminants
(% of bins present in)

75%

45%

Recyclables (46%)
Garden waste (6%)

Recycling

46%

17%

Soft plastics (52%)
Plastic milk and drink
bottle lids (48%)

GO

93%

89%

Recyclables (4%)
Food waste (3%)

Contamination in the recycling stream is mostly arising from the items which have been excluded
from recycling bins since changes to bring all Perth Metropolitan councils into consistency with
each other and market conditions in 2018.
Repeat visits to selected properties will occur to complete the project and access the rest of the
funding from WALGA in the spring.
The information will also be used in Waste Watchers Webinars.

2. Waste Watchers Webinars
The team hosted two successful webinars “Bin Basics COVID-19 special” with about 20 attendees
at each. Feedback was positive and indicate that residents are keen to learn more about the
recycling process and find the online format easier than attending in person. Further webinars are
planned for June including Bin Basics and Home Composting and both are already attracting
participants.

3. Plastic Free July
The WMRC has subscribed to the Plastic Free July council package on behalf of all five Member
Councils. This entails access to digital assets, in-person/digital events and survey data created by
the Plastic Free Foundation. The team is in close contact with relevant officers in Member
Councils to ensure that full use is made of the opportunity to participate in this global program.

4. Recycling Hotline callers
The recycling hotline has
been staffed by the team
since late 2018. Since
February 2020 the subject
of hotline enquiries has
been recorded in a format
which allows clear
assessment of callers’
councils and the subject of
their queries. 74% of
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callers are from Member
Councils. 38% of calls
concern Verge Valet.
81% of queries are
answered immediately, 7%
require a call back and
others are referred to their
councils or the relevant
website.

7. Media Content
7.1 Print media
The Post 17
April p6

The Post 1
May
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The Post
9 May
Resident
letter

The Post 15
May reply to
Resident
letter

7.2 Website
The analytics data for visits to our website shows that usage continues to grow and the percentage
of new users remains high.

7.3 Social Media
Through this period the team produced or shared posts on social media (Instagram and Facebook)
almost daily. Our most popular post was one concerning the Queensland fruit fly quarantine area in
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parts of Claremont, shared at the request of the Town of Claremont. Other posts for the period
focused on the key messages arising from the bin tagging program and Verge Valet quotes from
residents.
Posts concerning
bottle tops
performed
particularly well.

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT
Nil

CONSULTATION
Nil

REPORT IMPLICATIONS
Policy Implications
All social media use is in line with Policy 33 – Social Media.
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Financial Implications
These activities are anticipated under current budgeting.

Strategic Implications
These activities are aligned to key strategies 1, 2, 3, 6 and make a major contribution to key
strategy 4 of the WMRC Strategic Community Plan 2019-2030.

COMMENTS
Nil

VOTING REQUIREMENT
Simple majority

Moved: Cr Haynes

Seconded: Cr Stroud

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER RECOMMENDATION AND COUNCIL RESOLUTION
11.1.1

The Communications and Education report to 20 May be noted.
CARRIED 5/0
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11.2

OPERATIONS REPORT

Responsible Officer:

Operations Manager

Date:

26 May 2020

Attachment:

11.2A Waste Tonnes Charts

SUMMARY
This report provides updates on the status of waste operations. Council is requested to receive the
report.

BACKGROUND
Nil

DETAIL
The Recycling Centre has continued to remain open during the Covid-19 crisis. Opening hours have
remained as previously reported:
• 7.30am - 4.00pm Monday – Friday.
• 8.00am – 4.00pm on weekends; and
• 7.30am – 2.00pm on Public Holidays.
These new extended hours provide for a much-improved service, with increased traffic flow and
increased tonnages of materials being delivered to the site.

West Metro RC Staffing
No personnel changes to report from the last council meeting. The WMRC has appointed a new
Operations Manager (Keith Swift) Keith is responsible for the continued safe, efficient and effective
provision of waste services at the recycling centre.

Training
Given the increase in personnel numbers in recent months, along with the need to provide backup
and support to key personnel onsite, a review of the training matrix has been carried out. Covid-19
restrictions are still limiting some training opportunities, however as restrictions lift, training will be
booked in, such as training for the HHW program, provided for by WALGA, expected to be scheduled
for late June or early July.

Innovation and infrastructure
•
•
•

An application has been submitted to DWER to amend the license to allow the receival and
handling of FOGO materials.
Discussions have commenced with the City of Perth in relation to the receival and handling
of FOGO waste material; and
Arrangements in hand for the establishment of an Inert Waste receival and management
system. A receivals bay will be established on Jun 10th, and an application is currently with
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•

the DWER to amend the volume of inert waste (C&D waste) and Combined special Type 1
(Asbestos) that the facility can receive.
A carport structure will be erected over the HHW receival area by mid-June.

Waste Statistics
The waste statistics to the end of April 2020 are presented in Attachment 11.2A. Member
Council MSW receivals are down 3.2% compared to the same two-month period for last year.
Green waste tonnes continue to remain strong, up by 43.5% from March / April 2019. (A direct
correlation to the introduction of green waste bins) Bulk waste tonnes are down 54% from this
time last year. Claremont residents continue to be the most frequent users of Recycling Centre
passes of both types.

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT
Nil

CONSULTATION
Nil

REPORT IMPLICATIONS
Policy Implications
Nil

Financial Implications
Nil

Strategic Implications
This report relates to Key Strategies 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5

COMMENTS
Nil

VOTING REQUIREMENT
Simple majority
Moved: Cr Haynes

Seconded: Cr Stroud

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER RECOMMENDATION AND COUNCIL RESOLUTION
11.2.1 The Operations report be noted.
CARRIED 5/0
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11.3 VERGE VALET FIRST QUARTER REPORT
Responsible Officer:

Manager Communications and
Education

Date:

26 May 2020

Attachment:

11-3A Verge Valet - First three months

SUMMARY
This item presents a report of the first quarter of Verge Valet’s operation in the Town of Mosman
Park.

BACKGROUND
Verge Valet is a weekly pre-booked bulk and green waste vergeside collection and resource
recovery service operated under contract to WMRC and offered to Member Councils and their
neighbours on an opt-in basis. The Town of Mosman Park resolved to pilot the service on 28
November 2019 and opted-in to the service by letter on 10 January 2020. First collections were
undertaken on 20 January and the service has run every Monday (Tuesday for public holidays) since.
This report details the experience of these first three months and has been written jointly with officers
from the Town of Mosman Park and with input from our contractor (D&M Waste Management).

DETAIL
Verge Valet is an improvement on the traditional ‘bring out your dead’ bulk and green waste verge
collections traditionally offered on a scheduled basis to residents across the Perth Metropolitan area.
The problems with the traditional service to the Town of Mosman Park were well-explained in the
ToMP OCM of 26 November 2019 (item 11.4.1). Issues identified included scheduling difficulties,
missed or ‘missed’ collections, delivery inconsistencies, waste arising from outside the suburb,
incidents of suspicious behaviour and impacts on resident amenity, health & safety from verges
being filled with unsightly bulk junk and green waste for a period of weeks, not days. Residents would
have to store their bulk and/or green waste for set out at a time that suited the Council, not them.
The scheduled green waste collections may have had a detrimental effect on the flora and fauna as
pruning was carried out simultaneously across the Town.
Verge Valet offers a collection service at a time that suits the individual residents and avoids many
of the problems outlined above. The collections are booked by the residents, the waste is on the
verge for the minimum time, impacts of scavengers from outside the suburb is minimised and health
and safety risks are contained.
The results from the first three months include exceptionally positive feedback from residents who
have used the service with only 7% stating that they prefer the traditional scheduled service. Best
estimates of the bulk and green waste collection and disposal cost to the Town are for the service to
come in at or below the budgeted amount, which was itself a decrease on the estimated cost of the
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traditional service. However, as may be expected with the introduction of a completely new system,
there have been some issues around residents not using the system correctly and this has created
some extra work for ToMP rangers. Most problems stem from a misunderstanding of the timing
between making a booking and setting out waste and of the amount of waste permitted in a
collection.
This report details the experience so far and contains recommendations for refinement of the service
in ToMP and learnings to apply to future local governments implementing the Verge Valet system.
These include broadening and streamlining communications by WMRC, D&M and ToMP,
simplifications in the service allowance to residents, introduction of payment methods for extra
services and an update of the MOU that details the respective roles of the WMRC and the opting-in
council. The report is attached at 11-3A.

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT
WMRC Establishment Agreement 6.1 (b)

CONSULTATION
Town of Mosman Park: Executive Manager Technical Services, Waste and Sustainability Officer,
Communications Officer, and Ranger
D&M Waste Management: Operations Manager

REPORT IMPLICATIONS
Policy Implications
Nil

Financial Implications
The WMRC passes through Verge Valet disposal costs and adds a 7% Member Council handling
fee to the collection costs.

Strategic Implications
Verge Valet contributes to the following key strategies:
1. Achieve a comprehensive, cost effective waste management service across the region
2. Increase the number of Councils, businesses and people using our services
3. Divert waste from landfill by making material and energy recovery available
4. Promote and facilitate waste avoidance and responsible waste management in the community

COMMENTS
Nil

VOTING REQUIREMENT
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Simple majority

Moved: Cr Shaw

Seconded: Cr Stroud

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER RECOMMENDATION AND COUNCIL RESOLUTION
11.3.1

The Verge Valet report be noted.
CARRIED 5/0
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11.4 WASTE PLANS SERVICE TO MEMBER COUNCILS
Responsible Officer:

Manager Communications and
Education

Date:

27 May 2020

Attachment:

11-4A blank self-assessment checklist

SUMMARY
The WMRC is assisting Member Councils with the preparation of their Draft Waste Plans.

BACKGROUND
Waste Plans have been introduced by DWER as a way of monitoring Local Government progress
towards the targets in the Waste Strategy 2030. The headline strategies relevant to Local
Governments and Regional Councils are:
Avoid
2025

Reduction in MSW generation per capita by 5% (from 2014/15 rate)

2030

Reduction in MSW generation per capita by 10% (from 2014/15 rate)

Recover
2020

increase MSW material recovery to 65% (Perth and Peel)

2025

increase MSW material recovery to 67% (Perth and Peel)

2030

increase MSW material recovery to 70% (Perth and Peel)

2025

All Local Governments (Perth and Peel) provide consistent three bin kerbside collection
systems that include separation of FOGO from other waste categories

From 2020

Recover energy only from residual waste

Protect
2030

No more than 15% of Perth and Peel regions’ waste is disposed to landfill

2030

Move towards zero illegal dumping

2030

Move towards zero littering

Waste Plans form part of the integrated planning and reporting (Plan for the Future) process for
Local Government, and once in place will require annual reporting.
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CEOs of all applicable Local Governments and Regional Councils received a “Notice to Prepare a
Waste Plan under Section 40(4) of the Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Act 2007” from
the CEO of DWER in November 2019. The initial process of putting waste plans in place consists
of Local Government officers creating Draft Waste Plans which can then be assessed by DWER,
signed off by the Local Government CEO and submitted to Council for adoption. It becomes a Final
Waste Plan at this stage and is submitted for acceptance by DWER. Once a Council has a Final
Waste Plan, progress reports are submitted to DWER annually. DWER has the ability to create
Waste Plans on a Local Government’s behalf and at their cost should the Local Government’s
submitted plan not be acceptable to DWER.
In May 2020 the timelines for waste plan preparation were extended as a result of COVID-19.
Original deadline (Nov 2019)

Current deadline (May 2020)

Submission of Draft waste
plan to DWER.

1 April 2020

30 September 2020

Submission of Final Waste
Plan with Council Approval to
DWER

30 September 2020

31 March 2021

First annual report due

1 October 2021

1 October 2022

Financial year referred to in
first annual report

2020-21

2021-22

WMRC and Member Councils were already well-advanced in Waste Plan generation prior to the
change in deadlines and intend to have all draft Waste Plans submitted to DWER by end June
2021.
WMRC staff have been providing a consultancy service to Member Council staff in the preparation
of their draft Waste Plans in accord with CEOAC recommendations tabled in item 10.4 of the OCM
3 October 2019.

DETAIL
Waste Plans are created on a standard Excel template together with a separate assessment
checklist issued by DWER. The files are not conducive to being included here. There are 21
separate tables in each Waste Plan. The Local Government waste plan template has two parts:
1. Data gathering including current and past waste data, the interaction of waste with
strategic and statutory planning policies and activities, waste and procurement contracts,
behaviour change and engagement activities, policy settings, litter and illegal dumping
practices (tables 1-20)
2. An implementation plan setting out actions a Local Government is or intends taking to
progress towards Waste Strategy targets. At least one action needs to be listed under
each of the following headings: waste services, waste infrastructure, policies and
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procurement, data, and behaviour change programs and initiatives. Each action needs to
include details on milestones, targets, timeframe, whether the cost is incorporated into
budget/business plan, alignment to waste strategy objectives (avoid, recover, protect),
organisational responsibility for implementation, risks and their mitigation (table 21)
The Regional Council plan template is similar, merely excluding some of the detail about
population and statutory planning.
DWER has not allocated any supporting funding to Local Governments or Regional Councils to
create Waste Plans. The WMRC has been working alongside relevant Member Council officers in
drawing up their draft Waste Plans by guiding them through the information required and checking
population data (DWERs data was inaccurate in all but one case), checking waste generation data
(historical inaccuracies were present in many), providing details of behaviour change programs,
indicating where other Member Council staff need to provide data and suggesting actions for
incorporation in the implementation plan. WMRC is also working with Member Council staff in
dealing with comments received back from DWER to prepare the plan for acceptance by their
relevant Councils.
Each draft waste plan must be submitted with a self-assessment checklist, signed by the Local
Government CEO warranting that the Local Government has completed or reviewed data in tables
1-20, and has included the ten minimum requirements of the Implementation Table (Table 21). A
blank self-assessment checklist is included as Attachment 11.3A.
The status of the waste plans for WMRC and its Member Councils is summarised below:
Waste Plan status end May 2020
Subiaco

Draft plan accepted by DWER after two rounds of minor revisions. Final
plan in preparation

Claremont

Minor changes to be made prior to DWER submission

Cottesloe

Reviewing minor comments made by DWER on submitted copy

Mosman Park

Reviewing minor comments made by DWER on submitted copy

Peppermint Grove

Awaiting final feedback before submission to DWER

WMRC

In progress towards submission to DWER

DWER report that around 15 waste plans have so far been submitted to them across the Perth and
Peel region.
The advantages of this method of waste plan creation are:
•

Creating six Waste Plans in parallel will form a coherent set of documents where successful
approaches can be shared between Member Councils

•

Significant savings to Member Councils in consultancy costs (totalling in the order of $100k)

•

Where it remains consistent, DWER feedback from early submissions can be applied to those
slightly further back in the process’
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•

Waste plans are completed with input from a waste specialist with an understanding of the
industry

•

WMRC will have the experience to give informed feedback to DWER to improve the format of
waste plans

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT
Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Act 2007 40(4)

CONSULTATION
Nil

REPORT IMPLICATIONS
Policy Implications
Nil

Financial Implications
Nil

Strategic Implications
This contributes to the following key strategies:
1. Achieve a comprehensive cost-effective waste management service across the region
3. Divert waste from landfill by making material and energy recovery available
4. Promote and facilitate waste avoidance and responsible waste management in the
community
6. Contribute to the development of effective policy and advocate on our member Council’
behalf

COMMENTS
Nil

VOTING REQUIREMENT
Simple majority

Moved: Cr Young

Seconded: Cr Hohnen

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER RECOMMENDATION AND COUNCIL RESOLUTION
11.4.1

The Waste Plan Service report be noted.
CARRIED 5/0
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11.5

PROGRESS ON COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS

Responsible Officer:

Chief Executive Officer

Date:

29 May 2020

Attachment:

11.5A Progress Report

SUMMARY
A schedule showing progress on WMRC resolutions up to and including 29 May 2020 is presented
in Attachment 11.5A. The schedule is extracted from the master schedule which has a record of all
WMRC resolutions from 2007. Only uncompleted resolutions, or those only recently completed, are
shown on the schedule as presented.

BACKGROUND
In October 2007 Council decided that an information bulletin item tracking the progress of Council
resolutions be presented at future meetings.

DETAIL
Refer to Attachment 11.5A. The schedule is now colour coded. Red - resolutions not yet
implemented; orange – resolutions in progress; green – resolutions completed.

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT
Local Government Act 1995

CONSULTATION
Nil

REPORT IMPLICATIONS
Policy Implications
Nil

Financial Implications
Nil

Strategic Implications
Progress on Council Resolutions is aligned to all six key strategies of the WMRC Strategic
Community Plan 2019-2030.
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COMMENTS
A substantial backlog of action required to action Council Resolutions that existed at the beginning
of the 2018-19 financial year was cleared in 2019. The WMRC is maintaining a strong
performance of timely implementation of Council resolutions.

VOTING REQUIREMENT
Simple majority

Moved: Cr Stroud

Seconded: Cr Haynes

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER RECOMMENDATION AND COUNCIL RESOLUTION
11.5.1

The information be received.
CARRIED 5/0
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12 MOTIONS FOR WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE
HAS BEEN GIVEN
Nil

13 QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF WHICH DUE
NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN
Nil

14 MEMBERS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Nil

15 URGENT BUSINESS APPROVED BY THE
PERSON PRESIDING OR BY DECISION
15.1 POLICY REVIEWS
Responsible Officer:

Manager Finance & Governance

Date:

2 June 2020

Attachment:

15.1A: Member Sitting Fees

SUMMARY
At the February 2020 Ordinary Council Meeting, Council recommended that WMRC Council Policy
5 – Members’ Sitting Fees be amended to ensure compliance with Regulation 30 of the Local
Government (Administration) Regulations.

BACKGROUND
The payment of members’ and deputies’ sitting fees is prescribed by Regulation 30 of the Local
Government (Administration) Regulations 1996.

DETAIL
WMRC Council Policy 5 – Members Sitting Fees provided payment for deputy members irrespective
of whether the member was deputising or not. This provision runs counter to Regulation 30 of the
Local Government (Administration) Regulations 1996 which, among other matters, prescribe that:
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Reg 30(3A)(c): a council meeting of a regional local government where the council member
is the deputy of a member of the regional local government and is attending in the place of
the member of the regional local government
Reg 30(3A): is a meeting of a prescribed type for the purposes of section 5.98(2A) of the
Local Government Act; and
Reg 30(3C)(3c): a council member is not entitled to be paid a fee for attending a meeting of
a type referred to in subregulation (3A) if the meeting is a meeting referred to in subregulation
(3A)(c), the member of the regional local government is paid an annual fee in accordance
with section 5.99.
The requirement is clarified by the Salaries and Allowances Tribunal in its annual publication of its
determination of the fees, expenses and allowances payable to elected council members.
The Regulations thus prescribe that the WMRC is unable to pay a Deputy Council Member a sitting
fee for as long as Council Members are paid an annual fee. The Department of Local Government,
Sport and Cultural Industries has confirmed in writing that this interpretation is correct.
An amended copy of WMRC Policy 5 – Members’ Sitting Fees is at Attachment 15.1A with changes
highlighted in yellow. There are two changes: the removal of the provision for payment of deputy
members and the removal of the procedures section to a separate document. Section 2.7 of the
Local Government Act states that Council determines Councils policies and section 5.41 states that
the CEO is to implement Council decisions, deal with day to day operations and direct staff. This
means that procedures do not need to be approved by Council. All Council policies and
corresponding procedures will be reviewed in the near future.

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT
Local Government Act 1995
Local Government (Administration) Regulations 1996

CONSULTATION
Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries
Eastern Metropolitan Regional Council

REPORT IMPLICATIONS
Policy Implications
Amended WMRC Council Policy 5 – Members’ Sitting Fees is attached

Financial Implications
There are insignificant implications for governance costs.

Strategic Implications
Nil
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COMMENTS
Nil

VOTING REQUIREMENT
Simple majority

Moved: Cr Haynes

Seconded: Cr Stroud

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER RECOMMENDATION AND COUNCIL RESOLUTION
15.1.1 Council approve amended WMRC Council Policy 5 – Members Sitting Fees
CARRIED 5/0

16 MATTERS BEHIND CLOSED DOORS
16.1 DICOM PROGRESS REPORT
Responsible Officer:

Chief Executive Officer

Date:

27 May 2020

Attachment:

none

It is proposed that this item be considered in a closed session for the following reasons:

That in accordance with Sections 5.23(2) (c)(d)(e) of the Local Government Act 1995,
the meeting is closed to members of the public with the following aspect of the Act
being applicable to these matters:
(c)
a contract entered into, or which may be entered into, by the local
government and which relates to a matter to be discussed at the meeting; and
(d)
legal advice obtained, or which may be obtained, by the local government and
which relates to a matter to be discussed at the meeting; and
(e)

a matter that if disclosed, would reveal —
(i)

a trade secret; or

(ii)

information that has a commercial value to a person; or
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(iii) information about the business, professional, commercial or financial
affairs of a person,
where the trade secret or information is held by, or is about, a person other than the
local government
Moved: Cr Shaw

Seconded: Cr Haynes

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER RECOMMENDATION AND COUNCIL RESOLUTION
16.1.1 This DiCOM Confidential Progress Report of 26 May 2020 be noted.
CARRIED 5/0

16.2 WASTE TO ENERGY TENDER
Responsible Officer:

Chief Executive Officer

Date:

27 May 2020

Attachment:

16.2A Tender documents

It is proposed that this item be considered in a closed session for the following reasons:

That in accordance with Sections 5.23(2) (c)(d)(e) of the Local Government Act 1995,
the meeting is closed to members of the public with the following aspect of the Act
being applicable to these matters:
(c)
a contract entered into, or which may be entered into, by the local
government and which relates to a matter to be discussed at the meeting; and
(d)
legal advice obtained, or which may be obtained, by the local government and
which relates to a matter to be discussed at the meeting; and
(e)

a matter that if disclosed, would reveal —
(i)

a trade secret; or

(ii)

information that has a commercial value to a person; or

(iii) information about the business, professional, commercial or financial
affairs of a person,
where the trade secret or information is held by, or is about, a person other than the
local government
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Moved: Cr Haynes

Seconded: Cr Shaw

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER RECOMMENDATION AND COUNCIL RESOLUTION
16.2.1 Council approve the WMRC releasing an RFT for waste to energy services.
CARRIED 5/0

17 BUSINESS NOT DEALT WITH FROM A
PREVIOUS MEETING
Nil

18 GENERAL BUSINESS
The CEO advised Council that our Executive Assistant resigned recently. The role of Customer
Service and Finance Officer was advertised and will be filled by Ms Ellen Mickels.

19 CLOSURE OF MEETING
The chairman thanked all attendees and declared the meeting closed at 7.51pm

Next meeting: 6 August 2020 at the Town of Claremont or online.
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